[Aneurysm of the interauricular septum].
In reference to three personal cases of interatrial septum aneurysm discovered on ultrasonography performed for the diagnosis of a cerebral embolism, the authors describe the positive diagnosis criteria, in mono- and bi-dimensional mode, of this abnormality, as well as related data obtained from catheterization, angiocardiography, and phonocardiography. This malformation, the frequency and pathogenesis of which still remain, today, difficult to evaluate, may be at the origin of complications, especially embolic migrations, systemic and also pulmonary, supraventricular rhythm disorders, interatrial shunt, reduced ventricular filling. Once established, the diagnosis is the subject of many controversies: if plain monitoring appears logical in asymptomatic forms, the occurrence of a systemic embolism makes it difficult to choose between surgical treatment and long-term anticoagulant therapy.